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POLICIES & REQUIREMENTS
Admission Requirements
Individuals who are not currently enrolled at CU Boulder should apply for
admission following Office of Admissions (https://www.colorado.edu/
admissions/) guidelines. Students interested in the BA in Leadership and
Community Engagement or the Elementary Education BA and licensure
program should apply directly to the School of Education. Students
interested in pursuing a license to teach at the secondary (middle or high
school) level should apply to an appropriate major in the College of Arts
and Sciences and, when prompted, select the option on the application
indicating their desire to pursue secondary licensure.

Undergraduate students currently enrolled in a degree program
at CU Boulder must complete an intra-university transfer (https://
www.colorado.edu/office-undergraduate-education/intra-university-
transfer-iut/) (IUT) application to be considered for admission to School
of Education BA or licensure programs.

Individuals who have completed a baccalaureate degree at an accredited
institution and wish to pursue secondary licensure only may apply by
following the “Post-BA Licensure Application” link on the School of
Education website (https://www.colorado.edu/education/admissions/).

Personal statements are required of all applicants. Decisions are made
holistically, with consideration to an applicant’s academic record as well
as supplemental materials.

Scholarships and Awards
The School of Education offers over 60 scholarships each year.
Application instructions and step-by-step information is accessible
through CU Boulder's scholarship application. (http://www.colorado.edu/
scholarships/)

Students are eligible to apply for university-wide financial assistance
through the Office of Financial Aid. State and federal programs are
available for loan cancellation or forgiveness for Colorado teachers of
certain subjects or who teach in designated schools serving students
from low-income families. Information about these opportunities may
be found at the School of Education Financial Aid and Scholarships
(https://www.colorado.edu/education/student-life/financial-aid-
scholarships/) page.

Graduation with Distinction
School of Education BA students who have a cumulative GPA of 3.75 or
above upon graduation are awarded “Graduation with Distinction” honors.
This designation will appear on the student’s transcript and diploma.

Academic Standards
School of Education students are responsible for familiarizing
themselves with degree and/or licensure requirements detailed in the
CU Boulder Catalog, the School of Education Student Handbook, and,
if applicable, the School of Education Teacher Licensure Handbook.
Students pursuing teacher licensure are in a professional program
guided by a code of conduct and other requirements beyond classroom
performance. A student not meeting professional licensure expectations
may be subject to additional requirements or performance reviews even if
they maintain satisfactory grades in their coursework.

Academic Standing
Please see the Undergraduate Academic Records (https://
catalog.colorado.edu/undergraduate/academic-records/
#academicstandingtext) page for Academic Standing information.

General Education Requirements
The School of Education General Education (Gen Ed) curriculum consists
of 40 credits in three basic categories of requirements: Skills, Distribution
and Diversity. Courses taken to fulfill the Skills requirements may not
also count towards the Distribution requirements. Please contact the
School of Education for details. Please note that EDUC 3013 fulfills
both the Social Science Distribution and the US Perspectives Diversity
requirements

• Skills requirement: 9 credits (6 Written Communication, 3 Quantitative
Reasoning and Mathematical Skills) plus a third-level proficiency in a
world language other than English

• Distribution requirement: 31 credits (12 Arts & Humanities, 12 Social
Sciences, 7 Natural Sciences and Natural Sciences lab)

• Diversity requirement: 6 credits (3 US Perspectives and 3 Global
Perspectives)

The world language graduation requirement for the School of Education’s
undergraduate BA programs is third-level proficiency in a single modern
or classical language (other than English). Students may fulfill this
requirement by:

• Successfully completing three years of high school coursework in a
single language, or 

• Earning AP or IB credit for an appropriate third-semester college-level
course that is part of a three-course sequence, or

• Passing, with a C- or better, an appropriate third-semester college-
level course that is part of a three-course sequence, or 

• Passing a CU Boulder approved language proficiency examination at
third-level proficiency.  

The world language area of the Skills requirement aligns with the School
of Education's commitment to prepare graduates who are well equipped
to serve the needs of all students and advocate for educational equity
and justice in our increasingly diverse communities and schools.

Grading Policies
Passing Grades
All undergraduate teacher licensure candidates must earn a grade of C-
or better for a course to fulfill degree requirements, skills requirements,
or content requirements for elementary or secondary licensure. All
undergraduate teacher licensure candidates must earn a grade of B- or
better in their upper-division EDUC courses to progress through course
sequences required for licensure. Courses in which grades of D+, D, or D-
are earned may apply toward elective credit only.

Undergraduate majors in non-licensure programs must earn grades of
C- or better in all courses applied toward major requirements. A grade of
D- or better is required for all other courses applied toward non-licensure
undergraduate majors (e.g., skills and distribution requirements, except
the world language requirement as defined above).

Incomplete Grades
An incomplete (I) grade indicates that the student did not complete
the requirements for the class by the end of the grading period for
that semester, and has made a written agreement with the instructor
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for additional time to do so. Requests for incomplete grades must be
initiated by the student and only when, for reasons beyond their control,
the student is unable to complete the class requirements within the
semester of enrollment.

To be eligible to request an incomplete grade in a course, a student must
have

1. satisfactorily completed at least 60% of all course requirements;
2. a grade below the minimum grade required for that course to apply to

degree or licensure requirements, calculating the missing coursework
as zero.

If the instructor approves the request, the student and instructor
should work together to generate a list of the outstanding work to be
completed, its weighted value towards the final grade, and clear timelines
for submission. The student must document the expectations on the
Incomplete Grade Agreement Form, located on the School of Education
website (https://www.colorado.edu/education/student-life/policies-
forms/), and submit it for the instructor’s signature.

Submission deadlines should take into consideration time needed to
read the materials and submit the grade change paperwork before
university grading deadlines. The university allows up to one year to
complete requirements, but the instructor may specify a shorter time
period. If no updated agreement is in place and work is not submitted
by agreed-upon deadlines specified in the agreement, the instructor will
update the grade based on the work that has been submitted at that
time. It is the student’s responsibility to keep track of their deadlines.
If no update is submitted by the grading deadline of the semester one
year after the semester in which the incomplete grade was earned, it will
convert to an F grade per campus policies (https://catalog.colorado.edu/
undergraduate/credits-grading/).

Pass/Fail and No-Credit Coursework
Coursework applied toward School of Education degree, minor, certificate,
or licensure requirements may not be taken pass/fail or as a no-credit
course. During the Spring 2020 semester, the Boulder campus created
an exception to this policy due to the COVID-19 shutdown of in-person
campus activities. In accordance with the requirements for passing
grades described above, P+ grades, reflective of C- or better, are required
for applicability to degree or licensure requirements for courses taken in
spring of 2020.

Grade Replacement
Students may retake certain courses for grade replacement in
accordance with university policies (https://www.colorado.edu/registrar/
students/degree-planning/grade-replacement/).

Grade Changes
To request a change in grade status after published deadlines (e.g.
pass/fail to letter grade), you must complete and submit a School of
Education Petition Form, located on the School of Education (https://
www.colorado.edu/education/student-life/policies-forms/) website.
Please contact your primary academic advisor for details.

Attendance Policy
The education discipline is collaborative, therefore classroom presence
and engagement is critical to appropriately reach a class’s learning goals.
Classes may have a maximum number of absences after which work
cannot be made up and the course is automatically failed, regardless
of the nature of or reason for the absence. Each course’s attendance

policies and expectations for make-up work will be clearly outlined in its
syllabus.

Student Grievance Policy
The School of Education Student Grievance Procedure is intended to
provide a procedure for the resolution of disputes between students
and faculty or staff of the School of Education, as well as procedures
for handling student disciplinary matters. Please consult the School of
Education’s Student Handbook for the grievance procedures, located on
the School of Education (https://www.colorado.edu/education/student-
life/policies-forms/) website. Any question about these procedures
should be directed to the Associate Dean of Students.

If you have a grievance with an individual faculty member, the first step
is to speak directly to the faculty member about your concerns. However,
if you feel that this would put your safety or wellbeing at risk, or if this
doesn’t resolve the issue, please meet with your academic advisor.

Your academic advisor will help you navigate this process. If the
complaint involves your academic advisor, the Director of Advising can
support you in this process. Students in INVST Community Studies
should first go through that program’s grievance procedures.

Advising
Academic advisors are students’ primary point of contact in the School
of Education, and students should maintain regular contact with their
assigned advisor, including meeting at least once per semester, to
ensure that they maintain progress toward graduation and licensure
requirements, if applicable. Undergraduate majors will have a hold placed
on their record several weeks before their assigned registration date
each term, and must meet with their advisor before they will be allowed
to register unless otherwise exempted. Licensure students with majors
outside the School of Education should maintain contact with their major
advisors as well as their School of Education advisors. In addition to
working with their advisor(s), students should familiarize themselves with
all policies and deadlines.

Students may make appointments with an advisor through Buff
Portal Advising or by emailing edadvise@colorado.edu. More
information is available on the School of Education's Advising  (https://
www.colorado.edu/education/student-life/advising/)webpage.

Graduation
Students wishing to graduate at the end of a term must submit an online
application to graduate in Buff Portal, meeting all appropriate application
deadlines published by the Office of the Registrar. Students who do
not apply to graduate will not have degrees conferred, regardless of
completion of requirements, and must apply to graduate for a future term.

Both the university and the School of Education hold graduation
ceremonies only at the end of the spring semester. The School of
Education spring ceremony is open to School of Education majors,
minors, certificate and licensure students who complete their student
teaching in the spring or the previous fall semesters, those who
graduated in the previous fall or summer, or those who will graduate that
spring or the summer immediately following.

Students who apply to graduate but do not fulfill all degree requirements
by the deadline for that term/year must submit a new online graduation
application for the term in which they will fulfill remaining requirements.
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