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TEACHER LEADERSHIP -
MASTER OF ARTS (MA)
To earn the master's degree, students must complete three graduate
certificates. Each certificate blends together term-based online courses
with a synchronous capstone course held in the summer. This affordable
degree has been designed for educators looking to enhance their
skills and capacities as classroom teachers and leaders and to make a
difference in their schools and local communities.

Students who wish to take classes and separately complete
certificates without enrolling in the full MA program should see the
Teacher Leadership program graduate certificate pathway (https://
catalog.colorado.edu/graduate/colleges-schools/education/programs-
study/teacher-leadership/).

Graduate certificates include:

• Cultivating Compassion and Dignity in Ourselves and Our Schools -
Graduate Certificate (https://catalog.colorado.edu/graduate/
colleges-schools/education/programs-study/teacher-leadership/
cultivating-compassion-dignity-ourselves-our-schools-graduate-
certificate/)

• Designing for Learning: Inquiry-Based Pedagogy for K-12 Educators
- Graduate Certificate (https://catalog.colorado.edu/graduate/
colleges-schools/education/programs-study/teacher-leadership/
designing-learning-inquiry-based-pedagogy-for-k-12-educators-
graduate-certificate/)

• Inclusive and Special Education - Graduate Certificate (https://
catalog.colorado.edu/graduate/colleges-schools/education/
programs-study/teacher-leadership/inclusive-special-education-
graduate-certificate/)

• Leading for Change in Science Assessment Practice - Graduate
Certificate (https://catalog.colorado.edu/graduate/colleges-schools/
education/programs-study/teacher-leadership/leading-change-
science-assessment-practice-graduate-certificate/)

• Social and Emotional Learning - Graduate Certificate (https://
catalog.colorado.edu/graduate/colleges-schools/education/
programs-study/teacher-leadership/teacher-social-emotional-
learning-graduate-certificate/)

• Teaching Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students - Graduate
Certificate (https://catalog.colorado.edu/graduate/colleges-schools/
education/programs-study/teacher-leadership/teaching-culturally-
linguistically-diverse-students-graduate-certificate/)

• Teachers Leading Change - Graduate Certificate (https://
catalog.colorado.edu/graduate/colleges-schools/education/
programs-study/teacher-leadership/teachers-leading-change-
graduate-certificate/)

Program Requirements
The MA in Teacher Leadership degree requires completion of any
three teacher leadership certificates (a minimum of 30 credit hours of
approved, graduate-level coursework) and a minimum cumulative grade-
point average (GPA) of 3.00.

Once a student has completed three of the 10-credit online certificates
that prepare them for leadership in their teaching career, they will
be awarded the MA in Teacher Leadership. A comprehensive final
examination is not required.

People who enroll in the MA in Teacher Leadership must currently be a
practicing educator with an established education site.  This program
does not offer endorsements or licensure.

Plan(s) of Study
Students must complete three of the 10-credit online certificates to be
awarded the MA in Teacher Leadership. Each graduate certificate in
teacher leadership requires 10 completed credits, as follows:

• Three two-credit asynchronous classes, taken in sequence.
These classes must be completed two weeks before beginning a
synchronous capstone in the summer.

• One four-credit synchronous class, taken in the summer. The last
course for all certificates is a synchronous capstone course that
brings together all the content and curriculum. This course runs as a
3-week intensive after academic school years end in May/June.

For a full listing of all certificates, refer to the Overview (p. 1) section.

Learning Outcomes
Knowledge outcomes:

• Teachers will examine and understand the central knowledge claims
within each certificate domain.

• Teachers will examine and understand the distinct instructional
strategies within each certificate domain.

• Teachers will examine and understand the particular K-12 curricular
content for their students’ development.

• Teachers will utilize this certificate domain knowledge in the creation
of a classroom, school or community implementation plan.

Skill outcomes:

• Teachers will become acquainted with and able to convey the
relevant domain’s content knowledge to students, other teachers and
community members.

• Teachers will become acquainted with and able to convey the distinct
instructional strategies within each certificate domain to students,
other teachers and community members.

• Teachers will be able to convey the relevant K-12 curricular content to
their students.

• Teachers will be able to engage other teachers and community
members so as to further their understanding of and see the value of
their chosen certificate domain.
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